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factory split between sexuality and the erotic longing for a love ideal.
There are many such women who all their lives long for erotic love
and the experience of the grande passion, even if they are happily
married and sexually satisfied.

Normally, women strictly subordinate sensuality to the condition
of love or longing for love. Sensual fantasy and the yearning for
fulfilment can for a long time be more satisfactory than realization,
and more conducive to happiness, and thus the adolescent split
between eroticism and sexuality is continued. The ability gradually
to shape the erotic longing in such a way that it does not negate the
direct experience of sexuality, or does not impose too severe erotic
conditions, is one of the goals of woman's adulthood and sexual
maturity.

This process of sublimation enriches woman's entire erotic
affective life and makes it more individually varied than man's, but
it endangers her capacity for direct sexual gratification. The
constitutional inhibition of woman's sexuality is all the more difficult
to overcome because, as a result of sublimation, it is more com-
plicated (and the conditions for its gratification more exacting) than
the primitive desire to get rid of sexual tension that more commonly
characterizes masculine sexuality.

We have shown that intensification of narcissism is one of the most
interesting phenomena of adolescence. We pointed out that it
protects the young person's ego from feelings of weakness during his
efforts to master -reality, as well as from being diffused in identi-
fications, and that it supplies both sexes with the capacity for self-
observation that is characteristic of this period of life.

In our view the continuation of this function of narcissism beyond
adolescence is a specific arid differentiating trait of femininity. "The
narcissistic woman" or "feminine narcissism" has become a kind of
byword, often even an insult. Thus it seems necessary to discuss
this concept.

Freud's definition of narcissism relates it to the early childhood
phase of the ego during which the libido, the emotional energy,
takes the ego for its object. During the individual's entire life, the
ego remains the great reservoir of this energy, from which emotions
are sent out toward outside objects. The positive values of narcissism
have been noted. Strength of character is often connected with it;
the greater the narcissistic self-exactions, self-confidence, and self-
respect, the stronger the character. Freud1 ascribes to each person's-
narcissism a great force of attraction for other persons, and thinks
1 FREUDS S.: Oil narcissism: An introduction. Collected Papers, vol. 4.